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like many travellers, upon her personal experiences, but condenses 
what she saw and learned in Turkestan into a most interesting 
account of the country and its people. She has thus made a book 
that ranks above the ordinary works of travel ; and the volume has 
a place of its own in the literature of Russian Turkestan, because 
probably no other book equals it as an intimate study of some 
phases of the people, and especially of the women and the house- 
hold life of that region. The author describes the Sarts, their 
management of the precious water which creates the oases they 
occupy, their trees and remarkable fruits, and their great cotton, 
silk, and other industries. She describes the native and the Russian 
methods of government, and the building of Sart towns and their 
characteristics. We realize why the natives are called the strictest 
Mohammedans in the world, and recognize the fanaticism which made 
their land forbidden to all unbelievers until the Russians forced 
their domination upon the people. There are chapters on Sart col- 
leges and schools, the women and children, marriage, cookery, and 
other aspects of the people, with all their blessings and ills. In 
Part II the political divisions and chief cities are described in 
greater detail, and the Kirghis and Tekke Turkomans are treated 
in two interesting chapters. Some of the photographs are unique, 
and no one but a woman would have been permitted to take them. 
They deal with the inner life of the people, and some of them show 
the women and their young families in the rooms or courts of their 
houses. The book is full of information, vividly presented and 
never flagging in interest; and it illustrates the fact that women 
with acute and accurate powers of observation enjoy some advan- 
tages for the description of a new country and its people that are 
not within the reach of the other sex. 

Australia, Our Colonies, and Other Islands of the Sea. By Frank G. 

Carpenter. jSS pp. , p maps and many half-tone illustrations, and 

Index. American Book Company, New York, 1904. [Price, 60c. ) 

This is the latest of Mr. Carpenter's geographical readers. It 

embraces the smallest of the continents and the chief islands in 

every sea. It is attractive, with its many maps, pictures, and 

engaging letterpress. But why cannot geographical readers be 

made just as interesting and yet of a rather more solid and edifying 

character ? Mr. Carpenter says something about sulphur in Sicily, 

but we get no idea from his remarks that Sicily is linked with every 

nation that uses much sulphur, because it is the greatest source of 

the world-supply. Children would be interested in the reason why 
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population tends more to the north than to the south coast of 
Sicily. They would understand and would not forget it. This 
suggestion is not meant especially to apply to Mr. Carpenter's book, 
but it would seem as if some writers whose studies have familiarised 
them with illustrations of the correlations of man and his geograph- 
ical environment might produce books for school children more 
interesting and more suggestive and mentally stimulating than the 
average geographical reader. 

Korea. By August Hamilton. With map and 8 illustrations. Charles 
Scribner's Sons, New York, 1904. 

This book is a very timely product of the press. Korea is in 
the unfortunate position of a helpless neutral between two power- 
ful nations at war, and her soil has already become the scene of 
their military manoeuvres and a part of their battleground. A 
book, such as this one, which gives to the reader a clearer concep- 
tion of the geography of the coasts and of the interior, the nature 
of the ports and communications, the characteristics and import- 
ance of the larger towns, than is to be found in earlier works, even 
though the descriptions are condensed, is an especially useful con- 
tribution at this time. None of the preceding books on Korea 
gives so much information about the region between Pyong-yang 
(Ping-yang) and the lower Yalu, where the Russian and Japanese 
land forces have first confronted one another, as is to be found in 
this volume. While the book is chiefly confined to a review of Korea 
in all the aspects of its people, industries, and commerce, an intro- 
ductory chapter of 43 pages deals with the position of Manchuria, 
the military and naval strength of Russia and Japan, and the 
Japanese naval stations. 

The writer says that, notwithstanding the past survey work of 
the Japanese on the coasts of Korea, there is still little knowledge 
of the numerous islands and archipelagoes, shoals and reefs, which 
make its shores the terror of all mariners. The Korean Govern- 
ment in 1903 requested the Japanese Government to make a survey 
of the peninsula. At the beginning of the present war this work 
was in progress and the outlining of its coasts had been completed. 

Fiihrer in das Hohlengebiet von Briinn. By Prof. A. Makowsky and 

Prof. A. Rzehak. 48 pp., a map, 17 photographs and diagrams, 

and profiles of underground passages. Carl Winiker, Briinn, 

Austria, 1903. (Price, 1 k. 20.) 

A little way to the northeast of the City of Briinn are low lime- 



